RA0801. Patrology 1: Ante-Nicene Fathers
(3 ECTS)

General Objectives:

To introduce the Church Fathers and early Christian Writers in the period between the First Century
and the Council of Nicaea, presenting them with a broad overview within their specific contexts.

To indicate the main features of their teachings and their significance for the history of theology and
the development of dogma.

Course Outlines:

1. Introduction to the Fathers of the Church. Who they are. Their importance in theological studies.
Today’s validity of their contributions. 2. The Apostolic Fathers. St Clement of Rome. St Polycarp of
Smyrna. St Ignatius of Antioch. St Justin Martyr. St Irenaeus of Lyon. 3. The Fathers of the Second
Century: Hermas. Athenagoras of Athens. Theophilus of Antioch. Clement of Alexandria. 4. The
Apologists. 5. The Fathers of the Third Century: St Hippolytus of Rome. St Cyprian of Carthage. St
Gregory Thaumaturge.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to: Be familiar with the ancient texts and how
they are used today to give a clearer understanding of issues encountered by the early Church leaders;
to identify and state the different approaches used by those writers to explain issues encountered in the
early Church; to express familiarity with the content and language of the texts using and explaining the
differences of approaches in expressing the problems encountered by early Church Fathers.

Textbook:
Drobner, Hubertus. The Fathers of the Church: A Comprehensive Introduction. Translated by Siegfried
Schatzmann. Grand Rapids: Baker Publishing House, 2007.
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